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FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to methods of registering entities or events and 
recording and supplying infonuation related thereto, l-urther, the present invention 
relates to a registry service lor recording and supplying information related to registered 
5 enlittes or events. 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Information regarditig entities undcvcnii are largely dispersed and included in a 
variety of media, such as electronic media, print media, and others. As uresuU, acquiring 
adequate information can be extremely unreliable and cumbersome to a individual 
1 0 desiring information about an entity or an event. 

An entity may include, by way of exanrple only, a person, an animal, uu 
organii^ation, a group, a landmark bni Idi n^/localion, a historic device (e.g. space shuttle). 
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a historic document (e.g. Declaration ot Independence), and others. An event may 
include, by way of exiimple only, a hisloric moment in time (eg, American civil war), 
a personally significant moment in lime to an individual (e.g., birth, v/edding, death, and 
the like), a sietiificant moment in time to an organi74ition (e.g., date of first operation, 
5 information on the founders, leaders within the organization, and the like), a significant 

moment in time for a landmark or device (e,g-, date first constructed), and others. 

Typically, an individual seeking information abtiut an entity or an event must do 
a substantial amount of research to acquire the informtition regarding the entity or the 
event. Thia research may entail, by way of example only, searching the Internet, 
1 0 searching the library, looking through family documents/memorabilia, and the like. Once 

done, the research may then be assembled into a cohesive package or centralized in one 
location by the individual. Often, the iissemblcd research is provided as an additional 
document, which may or tnay not include electronic linkages to the information acquired 
during the research. 

15 Moreover, the research regarding the entity or the event is oUen not directly 

located by additional individuals seeking to find information similar to the research 
performed. As a result, Ihe research is repeated and, tlicrcfore, not effectively reusable. 
It would be more desirable for the research to be directly ascerlaitiable from a good which 
- is associated with the entity or the event, 

20 In this way, additional individuals when presented with the good could locate the 

service associated with the good, such as and by way of example only a domain address 
on the World Wide Weh ("WWW), wherein the domain address is associated with a 
hypertext link referred to a<5 a Uniform Resource location ("IJRl."). Tor example, a 

2 i:)octtciNu. 19054.1 
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headstone (e.g., a good) may be sold to a deceased's (e.g., entity) loved one (e.g. user), 
so that the headstone identifies a service by a nanic appeiiring as a string on the 
headstone. The user may then submit inlbrmation (e.g., date of birth, date of death, 
picttires/videos/audio pieces associated with the deceased, and the like) regarding the 
5 entity to the service for collection and distribution in a centralized location (e.g., website). 

The information may be collected in electronic or print format and placed in an electronic 
format for centralized storage and distribution. 

At some later point in lime, a family member or friend of the entity (e.g., the 
deceased) will notice on the good (e.g., the headstone) the string identifying the 

10 registration service and may then establish an Internet conncctionand use the string (e.g., 

as part of the X.IRL) to visit the website of the service. Once at the website, additional 
information (e.g., last name of the deceased, date of death, date of birth, and the like) 
about the entity (e.g., deceased) may be entered to acquire the information associated 
with the entity from the website. In this way, a centralized lociUioa may be readily 

15 ascertainable and may further permit uniform and easy remote access to information 

about the entity. 

As one skilled in the art will appreciate, the abiiily to identify from a good the 
name o("a registry service having information related to an entity or an event would be 
- of tremendous benefit- Moreover, as the service acquires name recognition itmay be that 
20 individuals will visit the sei-vice without first determining if an entity or event is 

associated with the service, in this way, it is possible for the registration service itself to 
become a centralized data warehouse for informaticm associated with an entity or an 
event. 

3 rx>ciici>:rt. 1^054-1 
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Moreover, it may be that the service becomes readily discemable to individuals 
simply by a seal Or Other mark of di*;tinction, such thai a website location oC iht; 
registration service is readily knowa to an individual upon seeing the seal or mark oi' 
distinction on a good. Seals or marks of distinction v^nll indicate to individuals that 
5 information regarding an entity or event associated with the good may be obtained from 

a registration service. 

It is apparent thai methods of providing a service to gain access to inibrmation 
related to an entity or an event in a centralized location are needed, as well as an 
improved registry service which effectively provides the same. 



SUMMARY OF THE IN YEN HON 

Accordingly, it is one object of the present invention to provide methods of 
prtwiding a registry service and to provide a registry service. Initially, a good is sold in 
connection with a string which identifies a service. Moreover, additional identifying 
information associated with an entity or an event is discemable from the good. The 

5 service may then be located and queried v^dlh the identifying infomialiou to ol^tain 

information relevant to the entity or the eveni. 

Addidonal objectives, advantages and novel features of the invention will be set 
forth in the descript in n that follows and, in part, will become apparent to those skilled in 
the art upon examining or practicing the invention. Tlie objects and advantages of the 

10 invention may be realized and obtained by means of the instnimen tali tics and 

combinations particularly pointed out in the appended claims, io achieve the foregoing 
and other objects and in accordance with the pvirposc of the present invention, methods 

4 Docket No. 19054-1 
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and a service are provided for storing and acquiring information associated with an entity 
or an event. 

On aspect of the present invention, provides a method of registering an entity or 
an event with a service, comprising associating a remote storage location and a service 

5 with a string which is further associated with a good. Moreover, a unique identifier is 

received ftom a user and from time to time the user may send infonnaiion identified by 
the unique identiiier, wherein the unicjue identifier uniquely identifies tlie entity or the 
event. Further, remote access is granted to at least a porlioti of the information to a 
remote user, wherein the remote user acquired the identifying inlbrmatinn from the good 

10 and has a sufficient access level to gain remote access. 

In iinuUicr aspect of the present invention, a registry service is provided 
comprising, a string idenli Tying a service, wherein the siring is acquired from a good. 
Also, a tag uniquely Identifies an entity or an event, and a computer readable medium is 
associated and controlled by the service and logically segmented to house information 

1 5 associated vsdth the tag. Furthermore, an access set of executable instructions is provided 

wherein the instructions arc operable to receive and store the information on the computer 
readable medium and to provide remote access to at least a portion of the infonnation 
upon a request. Hie request includes identifying information which is used by the access 
set of executable instructions to determine the tag. 

20 In yet another aspect of the present invention, a method of warehousing and 

retrieving infonnation associated with an entity or an event for a remote service is 
provided. A unique idenlilier is distributed to a subscriber and associated with logical 
storage. Moreover, from time to time data is received which is associated with the unique 
idenlilier and the corresponding data is warehoused. Further, specific data is retrieved 

5 OockclNo. 19U54-J 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

'i'hc invention is disclosed In connection wilh the luneral business aiid 
implemenlcd using Internet technologies such as World Wide Web ("WWW") browsers, 
scripting programming languages (cg.^ Java, Active Server Pages, Perl, PHP» and others), 
5 standard relational databases (e.g., Oracle, SQL, and others), and data formatting 

languages (e.g.. Extensible Markup Language ("XML"), Extensible Style Sheets 
Language ("XSL"), Hypertext Markup Language ("HTML"), and others). 

Although ay will be readily apparent to those skilled in the art, the present 
invention may be used in connection with any business using a variety of technologies, 

10 prograinming languages, data stores, or data format languages, now known or hereafter 

developed- Moreover^ allhuugh a siurvicc irs prcsenled herein for purposes ofiUustration 
only in connection with the funeral business, it should be readily apparent that the 
methods and service provided herein may be used in connection with any business, such 
as and by way of example only, T.ife insurance, banking, trust service, law tiniis, 

15 genealogical services, affinity groups, housing, weddings, events (e.g. school 

remembrance), hospitals, publishing (e.g. rnagai^incs, web pages, imd the like), pets, 
architectural landmarks, government agencies, and others. 

As used herein a good includes any tangible object distributed by a business, 
person^ or agency in connection with providing a product or a service. By way of 

20 example only;, a service industry may provide a receipt in connection with a service, the 

receipt is a good. Moreover, a receipt may be a web page notification, an electronic 
email received in connection with a business transaction, or an oral contlrmation number 
received via a telephone. Further, a good may include any and all tangible products 
received during a business transaction by a consumer or user, 

7 Docket No. 19054-1 
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Initially, a service is established where an individual or organization may submit 
information regarding an entity or an event. Information may be submitted in electronic 
or print media. Once received by the service the inlbrmatinn ia translated to an 
apprupriatc storage electronic formal. Inibrmation may include, by way ol'cxample only, 
5 a cenotaph, photographs, videos, audio pieces, documents, drawings. Factual data, 

biographical data, and any other information relevant or related to the entity or the event. 

An initial subscription to the service may be acquired by automated sign-up and 
payment by an individual or iin organization utilizing a browser with an Internet 
connection to the website of the service. Payment may be made with the initial 

1 0 subscription ai> well, by providing a bank or credit card number. The service may charge 

a monthly fee for warehousing the information regarding Ihc entity oi the event-, and may 
further permit varying levels of security to difjfcrcnt portions of the information provided 
by the individual or organiy^ition. Although as one skilled in the art will readily 
appreciate, initial subscription may occur through a variety of channels, such as via a 

1 5 phone conversation with a representative of the service, regular postal mail, and others. 

Moreover, payment need not occur at all, and may be made in a deferred manner and in 
a variety of readily apparent manners. 

The service may provide electronic storage of information regarding the enti ty or 
the event The information may be submitted to the service in an electronic format or in 

20 print niedia^ if received in print media, the information may be scanned and stored 

electronically. Furthemiare, iis will be readily apparent to those skilled in the art, if the 
itiformation is scanned iind is associated with text, optical character rec<^gnition ("OCR") 
may be performed on the scanned image resulting in the information being stored in two 
electronic formats (e.g., image and text), TTie benefit of having text electronic data is 

^ l>3Ckct No. 19054-1 
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obvious, since the lexi muy be indexed and made available to a search engine for easy 
retrieval, or the text may be downloaded into an eleclxonic editor iind modi tied or 
incx)Tporated into another body of text. 

Moreover, the information rnay be stored on the service in a compressed 
5 electronic formal and only decompressed when needed or desired. Further, different 

pieces of the information may have a security level associated tlicrewith, such that some 
doenmcnts/iniagcs associated with the entity or event arc viewable by users of the service 
while others are restricted to only authorized users of the service. 

Further as will be apparent to one skilled in the art, additional WWW pages may 
10 be written on the website of the service, so as to provide an interface to the information 

and Lu permit ulher uswi (e.g., individuals other than Ihe initial ::iub:it;ribcr) Lu inlcrfauc: 
wilh the service and acquire some or all of the infomiation related to the entity or the 
event. The service may also categorize and index and organize the infonnatlori related 
to the entity or the event* such that access to specific data associated with the information 
1 5 may be acquired or retrieved by UsSers in a variety or ways, such as searching, browsing 

a liicnirchy , depressing a hypertext link, and others. 

Once registniLion associated with the service is acquired, users with the 
appropriate access as granted by the initial subscriber may submit additional data 
regarding the entity or the event, all the data comprises the information wliich is to be 
20 associated with the entity or the event. 

Additionally, users may acquire access to the service through a variety of channels 
such (is wireless conncctiotis, direct connections, Internet connections. Plain Old 
Telephone ("POT") connections, and others. Also, users may estabi ish connections using 

^ DockfctNu. I on 54 -I 
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a variety of communication devices, such as phones, computers, hand held computing 
devices, digital phones<» intelligent uppliunccs, and the like. 

Moreover, web pages associated with the hiterface to the service may be voice 
enabled such that limited speech may be used to interact with the service. As one skilled 
5 in the art will appreciate, XMT.. datu Fommt oflhe web pages combined with technology 

provided by organizations such as TellMe''''^ permit voice-to-text and text-to*voice 
interactions with the Internet. In tliis way, users may actually interface by voice with the 
electronic pages of the service. 

Further, the service may provide upgrading options to the subscriber, such that 
10 automated applications will perform advanced web searching for information regarding 

the entity or the event and make the results central ly available to the users. For example, 
links may he mined frcim the Internet to provide links to genealogy sites, public record 
siteii, news media sites, previous employer sites, and the like. 

In Fig. 1 a flow diagram depicting one method of registering an entity or an event 
15 with a service is provided. Initially, a string is associated with ci good in step 20> such as 

£ind by way of exeunple only* a distinctive mark present on a headstone (step 10) of a 
deceased person or animal (step 40), The good will also have informulion which is 
associated with the entity or event (step 70). With the string, a user or a subscriber may 
identify a service and make a connection to the service fov purposes oi communicating 
20 with the service about the entity or the event. 

Initially^, the service may not have any data about a s|>ccific entity or event, 
however, once a subscription is established the service in step 60 associates electronic 
connputer readable storage with the entity or the event in step 50. The storage may 

10 IJockct No. 19054-1 
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actually be remole I'rom the service, as depicted in step 30, although as one skilled in the 
art will appreciatCp the sluragu ncsd not be remoLe from the service. 

After a user acquires a subscription in the service, the user is provided a unique 
electronic identilication (step 80) which identifies the service account associated with the 

5 entity or the service. Additiomilly, the subssctibing user may also receive an account 

identification and passwoitl for purposes oFidentil'ying the subscribing usser to the service 
upon logging onto the service. From lime to time» the user may c.*rtablish a 
communication with the service and submit data, which in total combines to form the 
information associated with the enlity or ihe event in slcp 90. Once the data is received 

1 0 by the service it is stored in step 120 and may be optionally categorized or indexed in step 

150, Further, as the user submits data, the data may be associated with a security or 
access level, such that data is only accessible by ascrs identified by the user. 

At some later point in time, a remote uscr» such as a interested family member or 
friend of a deceased entity establishes communications with the service in step 110. The 

IS remote user provides identifying information to the service in step 1 40. Optionally » the 

service may require the remote user to be registered widi the service before providing any 
level of access, although as one skilled in the art will appreciate this is not necessary. 

The service will then use the identifying information received from the remote 
, user to resolve the unique identification (step 1 30) ass<K:iaied with the entity or event to 

20 which the remote user desires access. The identifying information, may, by way of 

example only, be a last name of an entity, a date of death of the entity, u name of event, 
and the like. An electronic search will obtain the appropriate infonnation and display it 
back to the remote user based on the remote user's permissible access levels (step 1 00). 

1 1 DtickcLN". 
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As will be apparenl to those tskilled in the art» standard web pages may provide 
the inlerl'ace while displays hack TO the rcmole user the information about the entity or 
the event in a decompressed I'ormal and organized as appropriate for Ihe remote user 
within the browser. Moreover, the remote user, the subscriber, or the service itself may 

5 request that parts of the information about the entity or the event be rendered to a variety 

of media, such as and by way of example only, prim media (e.g., magazines), electronic 
media (e.g., emails, additional web pages, voice via a iclcphone, and the like), and others 
as depicted in step 1 60. 

Fig. 2 depicts a schematic diagram depicting of one rcBiJ^try service of the present 

10 invention, wherein a service 230 includes an interface 240, an access set of executable 

instructions 260, an authentication set of executable instructions 250, computer readable 
media Ibr storage 270, and one or more tags 280-300. Moreover, a request 220 issued 
from a user 210 includes identificatitjn information 180 and a stxing 190 acquired from 
a good 200. 

15 The service 230 includes an interface 240 such as, and by way of example only, 

one or more web pages wliich ai'e operable to communicate with the access set of 
executable inslruciicms 260 and tlie auihentication set of executable in structi cms 250- The 
interface 240 also receives a request 220 from an identified user 210. The user 210 may 
initially contact the service 230 and correspondingly the interface 240 by using the siring 

20 190 acquired from the good 200. For example, a distinctive inai k o» the good 200 may 

identify the ( JRI . of a website which the user 210 may type into a browser's address bar 
to obtain immediate contact with the service 230 and the interface 240, which v^ll be the 
web pages residing at the website. Although as one skilled in tlie art will appreciate a 

12 Docket No. ly 054- 1 
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variety of variations may exist to the above example all without departing from the 
present invention. 

Funhermore, the user 210 constructs a request 220 once in cotnmunicalion with 
the service 230 and the intcrfacu 240, Ihe i-equest 220 includes identifying information 
5 180 acquired from the good 200 by the user 210. Acquisition may be automatic, such as 

by way of example only, a bar code associated with the identifying information 1 80 or 
manual such as a last name associated with a deceased individuiil and located on a 
headstone. The interlace 240 receives the request in step 220 and passes it to the access 
set of executable instructions 260, where a search is performed against the storage 270 

10 to locate a unique tag 280-300 associated with an entity or an event. 

The storage 270 will include tiilectronic intbrmation associated with the entity or 
the event, and tlic information is logically associaitxi with the appropriate unique tag 280- 
300, The interface 240 will be restricted, by an authentication set of executable 
instructions 250, from providing the appropriate information back to the interface 240 

15 and correspondingly the user 210, if the initial request 220 received from the user 210 

docs not have an appropriate access level to view the inibrination. Although as will be 
apparent to one skilled in the art, some of Ihe information may be permissibly viewable 
by the user 2 10, in this way parts of Ihe in fomiation may be viewed while uUicr parts of 
the information may not be viewed by a user 2 10. 

20 Fig. 3 is a flow diagram depicting one method of warehousing and retrieving 

information associated with an entity or an event. Initially, a subscription request is 
received in step 3 1 0 from a user in step 320. After a successful subscription, a unique 
identification is distributed to the user in step 330, the unique identiij cation being 

13 l>odcctNo. 19054- J 
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associated with an entity ot an event la which the user's siibscriptioa applies. From time 
to time, the user may send data associated with the distributed identification in step 340. 

The received data combined with tlic identification permits the dala to be indexed 
and stored in step 350. At some later point in time, the same user or an additional user 
5 (step 380) may request specific data in step 370. The request will inchide identifying 

information which is u^ed to resolve tlie identification in step 360 and search the stored 
data. If the user has tlie appropriate access, then access to the data is granted in step 390, 
otherwise access is denied in step 400, 

The foregoing description of preferred embodiments of die invention has been 

1 0 presented for purposes of illustration and description. It is not intended to be exhaustive 

or to limit the invention to the precise form disclosed, and obviously many modifications 
and variations are possible in light ^if the above teachings. The embodiments were 
chosen and described in order to best explain the principles of the invention and its 
practical application to thereby enable one skilled in the art to best utilize the invention 

15 in various embodiments and with various modifications as are suited to the particular use 

contemplated, it is intended that the scope of the invention be defined by the claims 
appended hereto. 
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